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“Fly tying is a school from which we never graduate” 

 

 

PATTERN OF THE MONTH-Winter Purple 

 

 
Hook:          Daiichi 2441, traditional salmon/steelhead, size 4-8. 

Thread:        6-0 red. 

Tag:             Flat silver tinsel. 

Tail:             Purple marabou fibers. 

Body:           Purple floss or flex floss. 

Rib:              Flat silver tinsel. 

Underwing: 4 or 5 strands of pearl Krystal Flash. 

Hackle:        Purple saddle. 

Wing 1-3:    Purple marabou plume. 

Collar:         Purple saddle. 

 

 

Tying Instructions 

 

Step 1 Mash the barb and mount the hook in the vise. 

Step 2: Start the thread one eye width behind the eye and lay down an even thread base to a position 1/8" forward of the hook point.  

Step 3: Cut a piece of flat silver tinsel about 6" long and tie it in above the hanging thread leaving 2" tag extending toward the bend and 

4" extending toward the eye. Wind the rear 2" tag toward the rear 1/8" and back toward the eye the same amount. Tie off and trim. 

Step 4: Select a small bunch of purple marabou plumes, measure to just past the end of the hook, and tie on at the base of the tag. Tie 

down the butts along the top of the hook shank to behind the eye. Tie off and trim. 

Step 5: Tie in the floss at the original tie-in point behind the eye and lay it along the hook shank, tying it down to the base of the tag.  

Return the thread to a point two eye widths behind the eye. 

Step 6: Wind the floss forward in touching turns to the position of the hanging thread. Tie off and trim. 

Step 7: Now wind the flat tinsel forward in 5 equal turns to the hanging thread. Tie off and trim. 

Step 8: Select 4 or 5 strand of pearl Krystal Flash, measure length to the bend of the hook, tie on and trim. 

Step 9 Select a purple saddle hackle with barbs long enough to reach the point. Prepare the feather and tie it on by the tip. Wind forward 

3 turns, tie off and trim. 

Step 10: Select a small bunch of purple marabou with fibers long enough to reach the end of the hook. Tie on at the base of the hackle 

and trim butts. Select another small bunch of marabou with fibers shorter than the first. Tie off and trim. Repeat with a third bunch 

shorter than the second, Tie off and trim. 

Step 11: Select another purple hackle, prepare, tie on, and wind forward 3 turns. Tie off and trim 

Step 12: Tie back on the hackle barbs until collar is at a 45 degree angle to the hook shank. Form an neat tapered head, whip finish and 

cement. 

 

   This month's pattern, the Winter Purple, was originated by Trey Combs as part of a series for winter Steelhead fishing. It was designed 

to sink well in deep pools, attract well in soft currents, but swim upright, without turning over in heavy tail-outs. It is tied with a slim 

body, sparse materials and just the right amount of flash. 

 

 

TYING TIPS 

 

   The most difficult step in assembling this fly is the three-part wing. The secret is to leave plenty of room behind the eye for the hackle, 

wings, and collar and to keep materials sparse. The extra room allows each component to be tied in front of the last, decreasing the bulk. 

Keep thread wraps to a minimum 2-3 wraps should be sufficient and trim close. Wrapping back on the collar covers the wing tie-in thread 

wraps. Don't let the number of steps keep you from trying this pattern. It is not that difficult and the materials are common. So tie some 

up, give them a test flight and let me know how you do. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


